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NOTES ON NEW BOOKS,

‘Histonr or Conanuss,” Biographical and Political, com-
wprising Membirs of Members of the Congress of the United
. States, drawn from suthentic sources ; embracing the pro-
- minent events of their lives, and their cormexion with the
- political bistory of the times: By Hrwar G, Wazztix.

Tllustrated by numerous’steel portraits and fac-simile auto-
4 New York : Harper & Brothers : 1848." Vol
. 1st, Bvo., 588 pp. L |

There are few literary tasks that can be more
ungrateful, more difficult, or in general more unsuc-
gesstul than that of the Biography of the living.
'horny as is the undertaking of contemporary his-
ory, when one has shared in the events and pas-
ions which are to give it interest in another age ;
ard as it is to write the impersonal biography &as
e may call it) of our country and our times, to de-
lineate with historic impartialivy individual public
fmen whom we have been agcustomed to look upon
through the distorting’lens of party or of personal
prejudice, is yet far less easy. if distinguished,
ye admire or we dislike them too much ; it litile
distinguished, they naturally desire that those who
rite of them should assist them to celebrity ; and,
whether really eminent or inconsiderable, they have
gach his body of adherents or friends, who are sure
to take the sound of the day. the written impres-
sion (even if it be truly such) of but a moment in
the public man's unfinished career, for the decisive
and the eternal award of History itself. Forit is
gtill with all who have won, falsely or not, that|
vhich can seldom be sure—the instant's ascend-
ency—as it was with him of old who, in the height

piest of men, and was 1old in reply ¢ that no man
could be pronounced upon befoie he was dead.”
That wise sentence is stll as little as ever regarded
by those whom the hand of Death has not yet mea-
sured, and by those who think to write them great |
or small, famous or obscure, while yet Fate has not
finished with them.
[\ To him, then, who seeks rather to make a repu«
ation for himself than others, few enterprises are
ess inviting than that of writing the lives of the liv-
ing, “The thing is, indeed, as we have just now in-
limated, a sort of literary solecism ; for how. should
a life be written which is not yet ended? Contem-
[porary biography is, then, on one side, hardly less
han a paradox ; and, on the other, it is almost sure
bo degenerate into either a satire or @ panegyrie,
n this country, where every body hus need of
Bvery body, it is the latter of these two tendencies
hich usually takes effect, We have paused, aiter
the assertion, to eonsider whether we could recol-
ect, in all past American atlempts st this branchof
History, any exception to the fact: and we can call
o mind none. Our Lives of the Living have con-
antly been almost as exaggerated and encomiastic
.lDedir':aiions werd wont to be, or as Epitaphs
are.
o The truth being, then, that biographies of men
ho are written about because they are still flour-
shing must usually be eulogistic, how comes itthat
both the magnifier and the magnified so seldom re-
leot how vain is all ¢hat panegyric can heap up ;
how mere a tinsel is that which it can spread over
name ; how soon a little wind and weather strips
off, and how idle it is to hope to foist upon the
uture, for any man, a false renowvn? Power and
notoriety are the nearly universal passions of our
land, and yet surely there is no country where the
oralist’s old lesson of their emptiness is half so
ong or #o easy to read : nowhere so much
did ever

“ Unnumbered sappliants crowd preferment’s ga'e,
+  For wealth sthirst and burning to be grest .
Delusive Fortone hears th' incessant call |
They mount, they shine, evaporate, and fall.
On every stage, the foes of peace attend ;
Hate dogs their rise and insult marks their end.
Liove ends with hope ; the sinking statesman's doot
Pours in the morning worshippers no more ;
His pen for growing names the author plies,
To growiog power the office-hunter flies .
From every room descends the painted face,
Tbat hung the bright palladium of the place,
And, smoked in kitchens or in asctions sold,
To better featares leaves the frame of gold !
For now no more are traced, in every line,
Heraic worth, benevolence divine ;
The form distorted justifigs the fall,
“ Ard detestation rids th' indignant wall.

Is, then, (we shall be asked,) contemporary bio-
raphy no legitimate branch of historical composi-
Bn? That is a question which must be answered
wt of fact, a better guide of Criticism than is any
body's dictum of a literary law. Let us see, then,
hether there is any production, in the line of
hich we are speaking, that does rank among books
o History ! Secarcely : and, singularly enough, the
nly things which approach to becoming exceptions
® certain Lives which not others have writ, but
ich great men have left of their own actions—
ueh as Julius Cisar’s and Napoleon Bonaparte’s
N m:nt of their own campaigns, or Sully’s or De
tetz’s memoirs of themselves. This kind of book,
ndeed, falls rather into the rank of memoirs pour
roir, of materiale for History, than of History
welf. Their almost inevitable want of impariiali-
¥, of the possibility of exact and full truth, of the
wdlation and eriliciem of every source of informa-
on, of that due estimate of men and things which
the :qunedms times can hardly ever reacl, do not
(permit them to rise to the sober and solid character
P that wise and greatly comprehensive thing, |
[istory.
d We must conclude, then, that works of the sort
hich we are examining almoet necessarily jnour
fhe ::nh of partiality, and will nearly always be
- rical. 8o even biographies written at a dis-
ance must usually be ; for, involuntarily, when we
te a man's life, he becomes our hero, and we
\gnify his acts, to ennoble our own performance.
tis our business, then, in esimating works of
Jontem ¥, toaccept this partiality as
me of the conditions under which they mlzh
IWE: we must only see that they do not ex-
beed the measure and become mere pane-
yTics. e maim question as to their merit will
then lie in this: whether do or do not afford
he due materials for a kno of the times and

nx;;uac?nfiupumt or one-fifth of the full charge) | for

eventsin which the men to whem they relate have |
aoyed ;'stnz The author of such a book may

allowed to decorae the piduals of whom he wards
writes ; but he must not events, We can

suffer him to embellish his figures where there was
not grace, 1o megnify where there was not stature :
some ration may have's pleasing effeot ;
e i

ibility of ' N ksome touchiny
z;':‘lomg po:lt}z heightening. Upen the \rhol:‘.
then, we must grant o the ' limner of the

living that license, without “his brother, the
E;::mil-pdnm.omld not(as body knows) earn
is daily salt, let alone his bread : the license, thut

is to say, of besjowing where it is needed a liude
embellishment, by way of redressi
which Nature seems to have Al
ing upon éome people’s col

drew every siiter just as he id would
from society, by the sovereign voice of a majority,
as the cruellest of caricaturisty; and indeed, seeing
how large a part of mankind)ar .,nry_liuja more
than a rather betier-looking spt of monkey, the
artigt should, perhaps, be ed as a hostem hu-
mani generis, who could have rt 1o show so
many folks 10 themselves in it proper hi-
deousness. Well, rirait’and the charaeter-
painter are victims to-a commen necessity of’ not,
by too severe truth, making enemies of pll their
sitters, and the families and friends of their sitters.
We must allow both 10 beautify a litdle ; exacting
only that the face, though flattered, shall be recog-
nizable at the first glance,' and that, lest proportion
be lost, there shall be a1 equitable embellishment of
all alike. 1f the short are set upon stilts, the tall
must be lifted upon poles ; if every mortal is to re-
ceive the lineaments of a hero, then each hero must
take the semblance of a god. In short, we must
not permit the living to be confounded in one uni-
versal blaze of exaggeration.

So much for what we conceive to be the general
rules—perhaps not considered by certsin of our
contemporaries—under which productions like that
before us come. We proceed o examine how far
the present performance will sustain their appli-
cation. ’

The author has brought to it the quality which is
the peculiar one requisite to his undertaking—a
thorough knowledge, that is to say, of the men and
things of whom he is to treat. Long a leading
Congressional Reporter, he is master, of course, of

of a prosperity that was but too soon to fail him, | all that which a man must have in order to be a
wished the Athenian sage 1o salute him as the hap-| Reporter at all—namely, a great facility and pliancy

in composition; general informalion enough to
catch, at the first word, all allusions and illustra-
tions; an intimate acquaintance with the political
and party history of our country. Few persons, in
short, better understand the anatomy, physiology,
and (we may add) psychology, general and special,
of thatgreat nondesgript, a United States Congress:
a thing which—besides being, in its-proper repre-
sentauve character, the epitome of a whole nation,
mbst mutable and most various, most wise and
weak, most instructed and ignorant, most excellent
in discourse and most empty, most courageous to act
and yet most dilatory and inefficient, most prudent
and rash, most economical and extravagant—is as
preity a microcosm as heart could desire of all that
moralists have said or sung of human contradictions :
so that it may say of the land and of itself, with
singular truth—

How beautiful is all this visible earth,

How glorious in its action and itself !

But we, that boast ourselves its masters, we,

Half dust, half deity, alike unfit

To sink or soar, with our mixt essence make

A conflict of its elements, and breathe

The breath of degradation and of pride,

Contending with low wants and lofty will,

Tjll our mortality predominstes,

And men are—what they own not to themselves,

And trust not to each other !

Possibly, with all his Cmgreasional experience,
Mr. Wieecer did, not originally, any more than
have done certain of his eriucs, conceive all the dif-
ficulties of what he has set about. The trial of a
thinq is, however, marvellously instructive, as they
would presently find who have been in haste to
condemn his book, obviously (we think) without
having examined its comtents, except through the
table of these, nor read even this further than to as-
certain how many comparative s were given 1o
the several biographies. The E.f:i. plainly beto-
kened by the precipitancy with which we perceive
that a leading journal has, in a notice quite as posi-
tive as it is brief, condemned the performance, in
very harsh terms, as givinf, outof partiality, a large
space to Lives (particularly in one instance) which
do not excite any special interest, and ss giving, on
the other hand, but a narrow space to men of more
mark. Such is the ;n‘n(t‘ Judgment which we
have met in one influential quarter; and, guided
probably by that eriticism, many among the politi-
cal party in Congress 1o whith does not belong the
member apparenty favored with a large share of
pages seem to have inferred that the book is written
o magnify the Democratic party at the expense
of the Whigs. Meantime, b} a very curious con-
currence of mistakes, and a¢ if to show that Whigs
anq Democrats can as little agree in criticism as in
Bolllics, we find that leading persons in the public
“Tﬂmsnu have refused 10 take the book, as em-

_ymg, in that very Life (Senator Dovoras's)
which has excited the wrath of their adversaries,
views entirely Whig! We need hardly say that
these contradietory accusations of unfairness, of
bias, are strong prima facie evidence that Mr.
WiekLer is impartial, and that he is only paying,
under the complaints ol which we have .l'mkeu, the
usual*penalty, like Pope’s—

In moderation placing all his glory,
While Tories call him Whig, and Whigs a Tory.

Now, as 4 man who has himself carefully survey-
ed a country can usually, by the deseription which
another person gives of it, tell whether he has ever
gone over it or not, so, we think, we ean generally,
afier reading a book, judge with some certainty
whether 3 brother eritic or has not ohserved
that eeremony, before pronauncint upon it. And
thus, in the present instance, we s aal:l’?hau very
little hesitation in deciding that they who describe,
as we have seen, the book in question, have done
like a traveller who writes 3 very positive account
of a kingdom of some extent, when he hes only
gone 0 the fronfier and peeped into it *Certainly,
the practice of the present day is, among Review-
ers, much like that administration of justiss which
our own imaginary Judge Lynch
Lydford i England, and which the magistrates of
that equitable o ‘ probably borrowed from
Judge Rhadamanth :* like those worthies of anciens

* See Sisth Boeid, where the Sybil who showa the Trojan
travoller the antiquities of the place tells him—

Guossius hae Rhadsmantbus durissima

Castigatque auditque dolos. s
As for Lydford, see the pleasant old lawyer's balled, in
Grose's ** Provincial Glosary,” founded on.the local prover—
Piret hang and draw |

Then bear the cause, is Lydford law.

from | —

jurisprudence, the modern reviewer punishes first,
ademif he ever reads—reads the evidence afm-{
Doubtless we ourselves, for the expedition of
llmiofc‘, sometimes find that mode of procedure not |
only convenient, but most necessary : for there be |
v

|

enough, in the presenterowded state of the |
literary docket and the sctual enormous growih of
literary cria:;.rwhich one has no need 1o be the
Jjudge of Pope’s time, in order to hang, before
' :f ag; But one should knew with whom we
pal after this fashion, and should administer this

blockheads. Such is always our own practice:
wherdver there is, from the known character of
of an author, any hope that we shall be better able
ok after than before the having

thut labor of preparatiorf, sad one as it often is ; und,
upon the whole, unusual as is ‘our'course, we sus-
pee that our criticism is all the better for it.
. 'The boldness

of Mr. Wheeler's undertaking, his

choice but attentively to peruse this specimen of his
labors that are w0 be, this coup d’essai, this trial
of his strength—ithis experimental volume, as the
first in a novel and large design must always of
necessity be. Before saying how far we are satis-
fied with it, we will endeéavor 10 remove some of
those false impressions which others have taken up.

The author has obviously perceived and obeyed
that law of Living Biography which we have aiready
explained : the temper of his book, that is o say,
is, in regard 1o persons, eulogistic. It is clearly not
so, however, beyond what we consider the almast
unavoidable measure. Men seem u good deal taller
on the stage than off"it, and a giant at a distance
looks puny in comparison with 2 common man
near us, We see no instance of any servile, any
excessive exaggeration of men's abilities or elo-
quence or other merit. If over-estimated, they are
over-estimated by the same scale. [t strikes us, in-
deed, that the praise distributed is ucually put into
rather cold and conventionsl terms, not by any
means such as vain or ambitious public men would
pay for. We have remarked no instance of the
contrarv, unless it be (as some may think) in the
case of 2 Southern member, whose generous and
kindly personal gualities and liberal and honest
public ones make 1t difficult not to overrate his elo-
quence. On the other hand, it is difficult not 1o
be siruck with the fairness with which Mr. Gip-
pINGs—a gentleman by no means kindly regarded
(politically spe:kiug) except by the small-party of
the Abolitionists—is treated, despite of prejudices
in which the biographer himsell plainly shares. As
with individuals, so with parties: the book seems
1o us as resolutely fair as any man could well be
who had an opinion of his own: and how should
any body be capable of writing on such subjects
who is inert enough pot to have any opinion as be-
tween parties?  Uheére is no effort to exhibit one
| party to ite disadvantage, or to apologize for the
other. We see no case where the contrary might
be held, except that of the history of the Oregon
question atiached to the Life of Mr. Douglas; and
there, how could any body pretend 1o write like a
historian without o stating the facts that they would
tell against Mr. Pork ? i

The next point 1o be setrightis this—the dispropor-
tionate length of the biographies, or rather of a par-
ticulsr one, where the hero does not tower sbove
every body else in greawness as he does in his num-
ber of pages. Senator Dovcras, that is to say,
occupies one hundred and twelve pages, while no-
body else covers more than about half that spzce.
Here, however, the disproportion vanishes the in-
stant the faot is stated that just eighty of these pages
are a history of the Oregon question, not of Mr,
Douglas, who is thus reduced to oniy thirty-two
pages. That history has obviously been embodied
where it stands, not because Mr. Douglas played
any leading part in it, but because it was lus for-
tune to be, in the House of Representatives, the
mover of the resolution for terminating our joint
occupancy with Grest Britain; ‘which fact offered
the properest hook on which 10 hang the aceount
of the whole. Mr. D. makes no particular figure
in the story, and is but moderately magnified in the
life, nearly three-fourths of which tells against his
views on one of the only two great public ques-
tions where he hae been at all eonspicuous,

The misapprehension incurred in this case ought
perhaps to admonish Mr. Wheeler not again to at-
tach the history of a particular measure or polfey
or event to an individual life, We foresee that his
Biography of Measures will make the most valuable
part of s work, and will become not merely the |
general guide to our Congressional history, but it-
self a leading authority, which.must be in the hands
and at the finger-ends of all who engage in our po-
litieal discussions, whether from the desk or the
stump., Others are o come in his next volume,
which will be of great importance in the canvass
now at hand, |

In short, we do not see that either of odr public
parties is t6 gain from such a historian, except just
#0 far as the written truth will profit them. And,
let us add, that, in a system like ours, nothing isso
necessary as exact and authoritative politieal records
to check party and personal aberrations.

What Goldsniith says, in the opening of his Life
of Parnell, of pgets, is in the main as true of our
politicians ; their peaceful lives, spent in making
people happy, should have little of advenwure. For,
as the history of hnipy nations is dull, so should
be that of the men that make them happy. Few
of the biographies in this first of Mr. Wheeler's
volumes are at all eventful, | j

We have not lefl ourselves space to give exam-
ples of the manner in which the book is executed
as to style. Its general character is, however, lu-
cid, earnest, and business-like—proper parliamen.

bitious of beauties,

t+ Fary and froth expect ﬁ\*alt Dennis’ rage’;
Hard words and hn'.n.. should your judge ba Page.

——— =

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE, D. C. »
HE Anousl Commensement of Georgetown College wiil
take place on Tuesday, the 25th instant, st hal=past nine
o'elock A. M. Oun the ding Monday, (34th instant, ) st
half-past 3 o'clock P. M., the Chuss of Natural Philosophy will
exhibit a segies of experiments in Chemistry.
The public are respectfully invited to attend on both ocen-
siona july 15—soft
HOUNTY LAND AGENUY,

HE 1.!%&8[8?‘!%."-”%, Mugisirate, ke, will pro-

eurs ty Se Pennions, M“Oﬂ‘ﬂ.
for the di m-’ﬂ?wn-mm
any part of the United States,

athers, widows, or mothats who have clvima for back pa

of decensed soldiers, or widows entitled to a pension, uunil{ Y
oation, by letter post paid, will be furnished the necessary

with direstions as to-Gilling up the blwaks.
Fm earner of fith and C “tl%uhm diresily in

rvear ol Binckwell's Hotel. 5
m‘v. W, Ssaron, Eeq., Mayor, and the sitinens
july 18—diwkwity JAMES MARSHALL.

WASHINGTON: SATURDAY, JuLy i

of Crown Law only to ascertained or obvious | ;

and Viee P

1o crisicise his f
ru? l“ff we constanily make it 3.point 10 go through | meeting, and res¢

lord of the Steamboat Hi
shot higwelf on H-tuy\l!y Inae, on his farm, near Bristol, (Pa.)
Mr. Hellings took his gun to the cornfield for the purpose (s
:::d mhmod&!r:nllﬁ)'d shooting a crow. Ha had
gone but a utes when the t of his ! : .
N, bt of conmse SRR m:!w:hm\ry. W evar] | Sctwartzenbourg. One of the’ princess’s sons was also

hours having passed withoul his retarn, search was made,

s.—Gen. Lestie Comas, of Ken-

Mass CHUBET
tucky, sddvgssed @ large meeting of Whigs at
Faneuil Hally Béston, on Monday night last, "His
speech was Seaceived throughout with the greatest
manifestatio - enthusissm, and the speaker was

opted with huzzas for the Hero

repeatedly i
isksy  The meeting adjourned with nine

of Buena Visk

FUCKY,

nt. The Hon. S. 8. Presrias,
Baue Pey

km n and indeed unusual competency to it, and PROGR s ; LA

the im . ce of sngh.ahopk.ii?;_el_l :xoquud.m _ ROGEENE.OF PUBLIC SENTIMENT.
not only thg future historian bui the present poli- Owuio.—Extral from a letter written by s gen-
icisn of o G couniey snd 0 ll g which Aot ofgred el ofsiracier and moral worh,
the sindy‘of our afaira'eah erlighten, left us no may be plaeed. Itis dated Warren, Trumbull coun-

ty, Ohio, June 24, 1848.

“We had a glorions good ‘Rough and Resdy’ meeting
last Tuesday night, z?qgood speeches from B. F. Wade and
Van R. Humphrey, 6 The meeting was very large ;
the court-house was filled to overflowing, aod an attentive su-
dience listened with great interestto the arguments of Mesurs.
Wade and Humphrey, Much enthusiasm persaded the au-
dience, and at hali-past ten o'clock we adjourned, ,with three
good and hearty cheers for * Old Zach.’

€The dissatisfsction is fast dissppeariog, and with a vigor-
ous, united, and determined effort on the part of those who
are determined to stand by the plighted faith of the parny will
give us a victory, fn inw&plwmpu unequalied by any thing
in the history of our party.

A gentleman from Erie county,. Ohio, writes,
afier siating the eflorts made at Washington by 2
Whig member of Congress who wrote to the Hon.
Georee Razrsuw, formerly a member of Con-
gress from New Xork, 10 getup a thitd party by
uniting the disaffected Whigs and Barnburners,
that “ﬁe," the member of Congress, “may do as he
pleases, we shall keep Old Kough and Ready so
far aliead they cannot harm him. T am of the opi-
nion that the enthusiasm will be very great here
this fall for Tavior.”

A gentleman writes from Cuyahoga county that
“ The defection on the Reserve may be large; but
it is not confined to the Whig party. Let us go
as we may, Cass will not get a majority on the
Reserve. The rest of the Slate will give a very
decided majority, I'have no doubt, for Gen. Tay-
LOR.
tion. ‘The show of anti-Taylorism, be it more or
less, will save us the doubtiul Whig counties in the
Sute election. All the bolters prefer Taylor to
Cass, and will not throw away their votes if they
think the Cass pr s bright. I think we shall
carry the State handsomely in October.”

Vireinid.—Extraet of a leter (rom a gentleman
of high respectability in Middle Virginia to a mem-
ber of Congress, dated Juiy 10, 1848,

““We have resson to believe that ¢ Old Zach’s’ prospects |
are decigedly better in this section (the Valley) of Virginia |

than those of thie Whigs have ever been since the organiza-
tion of the party ; as an evidence of this, the Locofocos at a
meeting held a few days wince, sppointed o Lommittee 10 toke
the writlen obligations of the mersbers of their pyriy to vote
for Cass, fearing they might commit themselves to Taylor ;
but all these precautions wilk not avail, for many will jump
the fence despite their leaders.”

The reader could not have failed to notice in the

report of the proceedings of the House of Repre- |

sentatives on Tuesday, the action on the important
subject of the improvement of the Rivers and Har-
bors of the United Stutes. Mr. Polk and his Ve-
toes are condemned by the Representatives of the
people. And yet what practical good does the
condemnation effect ? There stands the Feto / and
IT PREVAILS against the will of the People as ex-
pressed through their representatives. s not this
a feet whith appeals to true republicans 7 What
can more clearly show the evils of the one-man
power '—lezandria (Gazelte.

We understand that the name of Msrrs has been adopted
at the National Observatory in this city for the new planet.

Nannow Escars rnow a0 Homnrsre Drare.—On the
night of the 4th, just as the cars were about 1o start upon the
Worcester Railroad, a drunken man was found extended upon
the irack.” A moment later twenty heavily-laden cars would
bave passed over bis body. On the night of the last fourth of
July a similar discovery was made just in season 10 save life.

{ Boston Traveller.

Loxoeeire,—Mrs. Many Bavox, aged one hundred and
eight years, died in Providerce, R. 1., on Monday a'ternoon
lust, ot her residence on Wesiminster streel.  She was prob-
ably the oldest person in the State, 'ns she cormainly was in
this city. The accuracy of her age seems to be placed beyond
controversy by the following record in the office of the city
cletk : ) Mathewson, daughter of John Mathewson and
Phabe his was born at Providence the tenth day of
June, 1740 "~ 8he was married early in life, and was not
long aitér left & widow. She bad two children, both ot whom
died young. At the time of her death, she had no nearer
blood relatives than the grandchildren of her brother, the late
Col. John Mathewson, who died in 1816, aged 73 years, and
who is well remembered by many of our older citizens as an
active and conspictious man in his day. He owned nearly
all the land now known as Point Pleasant.

Joyed very tolerable health until & few weeks previous to her
death. Her departure from time was attended with no sick-
ness, 10 pain.  **Of no distemper, of no blast she died, but
fell like autumn fruit that mellowed long.”

g [ Providence Journal.

Fateprrve Soxex ix 4 Mevaosnis.—At Stafford, on
Friday evening, the y of visiters who had assembled
in Wombwell's Nﬁ::w exhibiting in that town, were
alarmed by the foll occurrence : In the early part of the
morning & lion and lioness, recently purchased, were added to
the coliection, and about mine o'clock one of the keepers, Wil-
liam Wombwell, nephew to the proprietor, entered the den in
which they were placed, and they then displayed no symp-
toms of ferocity. In the evening the same keeper entered the
den for the purpose of showing the spectators the command
he had over these brutes of the forest. Scarcely had he laid

:wn with lhnmh‘whgt&..h darted up, and, with savage her hiend being cut off as with a kaife.
rocity, seized him eck, te the off the back
tary, we should say ; with few defects, and not am- | part ot ‘s besd, and . g
fangs. LDuncg this time the had thrown himself across
the body of the unfortonste man, as if 1o o
Shrieks arose from the speetators, and instantly & rush was |
made to the entrance. Another keeper, sein £
instantly made for the with much e
brutes over the head. -y e
who was then removed.

lacerating hie neck with her
r him.

a pisce of iron,
struck both
mn from the wounded keeper,
death was erE'cud.
P [ Englisk paper.
Meraxcnory Acciniwr,—John A. Hellings, late land-
in South Trenton, sccidentally

Tus 8.:--1'-.—-\& recent htuunt decimon hn been

made by the Supreme Court of Peansylvania, upon the cor-
stitutionality of the Isws enjoining the obsarvar.ce of Sundny

- 44 the Inw is constitutional, wocial and . 1 reguls-
l mnm?m‘m»%ﬁf ?m.m::'nhm-m'm
% R K '

Oup Zaex, and three for Gen. of

ions for the offices of Presideuit |for

I care nothing about the stories in circula- |

Mrs. Bacon en- |

OBITUARY.,

A Letter received in this cily yesterday announ-
ces the deceuse of a distinguished Matron, a relict
of the era of the Revolution, in the person of Mrs.
Junia Rusk, widow of the distinguished Dr. Bex-
sam¥ Rusu, end Mother of the Hon. Riciaro
' Rusits now Minister of the United States to France,
She died on Friday night last, in the ninetieth year
of Mer age, at Sydenham, near Philadelphia, (the

nce of her Son,) She was the Sister of the
| .' . Ricuarp Stockroy, of New Jersey, and
Grandiother, therefore, of Comm. R. F. Stock:

to¥, U.S. Nayy. She was venerable not only
for %r

1er age, but for her valuable qualities ; and has
lefit many relatives and friends 1o bear testimony o
the excellence of her life.

Stean Overcowine Tue Rapms or THE St.
Lawrence.—The good people of Montreal, Cana-
da, were surprised a few days ago by the appear-
ance of two United States steamers at that kon
The ‘eircumstanee is thus explained in the New
York Commereial : i Al oi -

 We have beep favored with a letier from AvsxaxpEw
‘Esq., of Washingtop, under whose. diretion

Ogtacio to Mantregl, for the purpose of being brought e
the Atlaptic coast 1o be employed in thasservies, .

sleamers draw seven feet tep inches water.  The Dallas was'
built on Lake Erie, apd passed through the Welland Ganal'
into Lake Ontsrio. The Jefferson was built at Oswego, and’
!intended for Lake Ontatio.  After such an exploit in the na-'
vigation of the rapids of the St. Lawrence by steam we will’
marvel at pothing thst shall be projected, but expect itsac-
| complishment.  Mr. Fuazen writes that the srival of the'
| Dalles and the Jefferson in the port of Montreal attracted
great attention. He and all the officers have received’ great’
attention from Lord Evrery, the Governor-General, i from
'all the officers of the Government, both civil and military.
| Indeed, the' entire population manifest a lively interest and
| the best feeling on the oczasion, he and his companions being
| literally overwhelmed with civilities of the most gratifying
nature."

RETURNING FROM THE WAR.
Major. Gen, Partersos has arrived at New Or-
leans, with a large number of officers and soldiers
| of the Illinois, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia;
and Alabama volunteers, and of the Ohio and Mas-
| sachusetts regiments. VeraCruz was quite healthy.
| Nothing new from the eity of Mexico.

Troops are almost daily arriving at New Orleans.
| The' greatest nctivity prevails in shipping tiem
| from Vera Cruz, and, it our figures do not deceive |

us, at least 10,000 had deparied from she latier |
| place belore the end of June. -

The * Union” commences a long homily with
'the text, * The moral power of any party isin its
opinions.” This is only true when its practice

PN PG i ABr

NOa 366
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--Wa -lmmmu BRIDGE.

T T [ | 0\ xaad
mwﬂ the most sublime work of art on
the continent. Tt m head dizzy 10 look at it, and yet

it is traversed with se mush seeurily as any other bridgs of the
same width, We were present while the workmen were en-
gaged in hanging the, plagks over the fearful chasm,  [tlnok-
Mbﬁa'vi of peril, byt it way prosecuied with entire safe-
ty. Not an accident has | since the first cord was
cartied aétoss the river at d..Wm
R ' give the render 8 clear ides of the work.
Imagisie  foot bridge, eight hundred foet in length, hung in
the air at:the height of twa hundred dud thirty.feet, over a vast
body of waler rushing through a narrovegorge st the rate .of
 miles an bour, If you are below. i, it laoks like a stip

T ST ek

readly 10 slart from it fstonings, end it shaked from extremity
to centré under' thie firm tread of the trian, Bt there is

no danger. Men puss over it wiih perfect suféty, while the
er. | couraggous W e soon followed him,, two days
';:"*ﬁ atteacted by the novelly of the thing, took te foat-
r . it {

b ﬁm’m ‘& tip to thi Pulla to see this great work, alibough
jvig tiouprobable: thet Uhe'in twenty will iave the nerve 1o
wha had ng hesitation to slide over i abes
kefy upon a singls wire cable, who gould: not Be inducsd
walk aver the bridge.  And this aezial excursiod, s thrillingly

bty e 4 %

Niagara two hundred and ity feet Bolow you; ' ye
do not fluuer, you will have netve enough'to swifig'over Va-
suvius.  And yet the sensstion is not altogether unplessant..
| The ride itself, as the old lady said about skinning ecls, /¢ in
nothing when you get used to it."—Rochesfer Democrat,

Niaoins Susesxston Buinor—Ninwow Escare. —We

L must acknowledge (suys the Commercial Advertiser

have read the t lately pﬂ&hd"-lhbuﬁqigﬁ'
ave account, n Angg o
erima b

sm, dwﬁu‘%ﬁ'&m .
rawn by a single wirg, and) move receritly. of persons. passing
from one cliff to the other, on_foot by, the lmmhﬁd:.
lately completed, with' ling that we ot least not b
willing to make either pxpgringent. Tt was with Jittle surprise,”
therefore, that we read . theifollowing nasrative, i the Buffalo /
Uom'mercill.&dw:q-rof,_ aday : et =

 We learn that a'tht{lling scene oceurred &l the suspession
bridge at N hlrg—-zﬁm " Foutmen wers
passing over the bri it struck with oo of
sudden and strong ind which y o
the chasm with the, foree ol a hurrieane, and so
twistad it ns to turn it bottom upward. . The men in
the wires, and*in this positi ded shout 200 feet above
the restiess waters., . -were | e
thermselves until the Wwas given a the « mile and
- lulrdimmq.mmm in & !

£ resoue. 13 :m& ta focmer I
and the men saved, c"'l:n not Idnu the
bn:nun;‘dllml& eep). sensation of  the ‘as '
well as those whose 1i a thread as
ring the time which bl 3&6":&5&&:&:3&’:
“"ne " Vare e -

sl

e

| attests the sincerity and earnestness of its opinions.
It was Mr. PoLk's opinion, clear and unguestion-

| able, that we were entitled to * 54 40,"" but his |

[ moral power only reached 49, — Leesburg Whig.

]

[WASHINGTON COMRESPONDENCE oF NORTH Lllucﬂ.]

| Mr. Hatx, of New Hampshire—the ** Liberty” candidate
for the Presidency—is not only a man of cleverness and parts,
| but witha! a very good fellow and no lileof 3 wag. During
| the discursive debate in the Senate cn Wednesday last, upan

| an intercogatory being propounded t3 Mr. Foorz—as fo the i

| conduct of Gen. Cass—Mr, Havy, with much affected gra-
|' vity, raised & point of order, alleging that it seemed to himen-
| tirely inconsistent, when u Presidential candidate bad resigned
] his seat 10 avoid expressing hisopinions, that his friends should
| be catechized as to those opinions,

| Mr. Foore. Asthe Benator from New Hampshire is an
i'-pimm himself, what does he think a candidate cughtto do ?
| Mr. Have, (with prompijtude and humor.) Wiy, stand

| up and fare the music,

Rzrontro Loss o Waare Sures.—The last India mail
received in England brings dates from China to April 26th.
The Vishnur, from Mew Hebrides, arrived at Hong Kong,
reports the loss of seventeen American whale ships in the ty-
phoon, on the northwest const of China, in October last. The
China Muail says the logs of the seventeen American whalers
| In exaggerated ; that the mujority have escaped. The Vish:
nur touched at Ascension on the 1hbv of March, where she
learned from Capt. Swain, of the whale ship Potomac, who
had lately arrived from the coast of J that in September
be wes to company with npwlrdlofm whafe ships on the
const of Japan. They experienced a severe typhoon in lat. 36
N., and after it had subsided seventeen of the ships were miss-
| ing. There is & probability of several having been lost ; but
| the opinion of an experienced captain is, that during the gale
| many vessels were driven from their cruising ground, and, ss
the season was nearly over, bore away for the neighborhiood
of the equator, and, not having been seen by their conserts,
were considered lost. . i

Swamzrer Dorwes 1x Proviowwes.—A Mr. Thomas
| Mann, of Providence, wha has taken a prominent stand in the
| liquor prosecutions, has drawn upon himself the ill will of some
| most graceloss rascal, who has made repeated attempts to in-
jure him and his friends... A bottie of vitriol, last week, was
thrown into the window of a room where several Indies were |
sitling, and an attempt to murder Mr. Mann and bis family
was made on Wednesday night. A quantity of gunpowder
l:;:un cu;tt:n \:ru m:.&ml htm wails of Mr. Mann's

se and that of an ng building, and fred. The ex
| plosion tore 10 pieces the vide-walls of both Louses, and broke
| nearly all the glase in the buildings in the neighborhood, in
[ some cases driving in the sashes entire. A man, nanied
[ Calder, who was passing at the timo of the explosion, was
severely burnt Ly the falling fragments. The inmates of the
[ house escaped. A scoundrel who would be guilty of sush
t s should pees his days in the penitentiary, and doubt-
less will. A reward of $3,000 has been offered for bim.

A D Parvons.—It seems difficult to get & to
| the nomination ef Cuee in old Huntingdon, (Pa.) mlu

TAGENCY FORGLAMS AT WASHINGTON,

ERDINAND W apd Counselior at
lF Law, _1 d gm,LlMl’mﬂ!‘-
| S I.m;n,: ri, has d“n‘oﬁunlhcﬁyd‘m- '
| ington for the prosecution of claims agwinst the United States,
cither betore m x'liuumul ceutive wnwh
{ of the Government -7 = "

TS :
| He will attead to glgims ot - deseription whatsoever,
|hnnti0lﬂlb!lﬂ', rquﬁlmmafm b t ut Wi '.
| 3 but those to whieh his sttension dﬂ.r’m '

I

claitus
applicaions_for “for usefal joveotions claims
lkiadtlrm out of the late war with M

2

lost or whi

in tli:j. militury w:ro!ﬂ 4 ates. mmmld:“*ﬂ
10 him prompily sttended ro. He
ulso ginu.hot: '.ni_\);uhr, sitention to the prosecutin of the
cluims of individuals aguinst the War Department for ex-
penses incurred, m.w.n?qnu furnished |
the use of the volunteers during the Mexican war before being
mustered and received into the servies of d‘l'gwmwmﬂud

Fees reasonable. w i l‘hﬁl{"'l »
Pcnmlmia avenue, ttu: 14th and 15th streets.

The undersigned nhf.- in recommending to thie pub-= '
lic Fenpixaxn W, Rusavs, a - o3 a competent and Eaithful

ot the H :
J. Y. Mason, Sec. Navy,  Thos, J. Heoley, Ind.
DR Atehison ™4 ok “hie
o) .8,
Thos. H. Benton, 8. sfaufman. Lexas
Solon Borland, Ark T. Butle:' Gs.
Sidoey Breese, [llinois T. W, ~:
: Chs. §. Mores. ™" Y

John A, Dix.‘# ¥ ' (’,5 .
L A Wi A .
g sy R g e
Sam. Houston, Texds A. D. Sims, 8. C.
Thos. J. Rask, do Truman Smith, Con.
Jacob W. Miller, N, J Caleb B. Smith, Iud.
J.D. Weiteott, jr o FL -~ Rovert Smith, fIl.
J Uldw.*aq&’&m 9&: H. Ga.
Urwted States . . W, Tompkins, Miss
i W R. Toombs, Ga.
Linn Boyd, Ken, A. W. Yenable, N.C.
istemd “8. ¢ . Wallace, 8. C

. 8. Greea, Mo, Membera of Hos of Repas
. P. Halls do
James Shields, Brig. Gen. U. 8. Ary.
W. 8. Harney, Col. 24 Dragoous, U. 5. Army.
. F. Larned, Act. Paymanter Gen, U. S, Army.
| Wi B, Parratt, lute U. 8. See. of Legation th Mexied:
G, H. Crossman, Mpjor and Quartermaster U, 8, Army.
July 14—

SPLENDID LOTTERIES FOR JULY, 1848,
4. W. MAURY & CO., Managers.

$46,585—817,500—810,000 !
16 drawn ballots out of 78 numbers, making more prizes

nal (speaking of a meeting called for last Satirday) says n
| was o dead faillure. A1 9 o'clock it was not visible in the |
openi 8ir ; it was, therefore, adjourned to Couts’s back |
room, where, with the aid of a candle, it was discoversd that |
ien men and five boys were in stiendance.— Norii Amer, i
Farar Rainsioan Acernest.—As the train of cars from |
| Concord, (N. ﬂ.) on Saturday morning, was approsching the |
depot in 1, st the usual speed, a young woman at-
tempted to cross the irack in front of the engine. She was I
knocked down snd yun over by the train, the upper part of |
St died instantly,
Awxornzmn.—Miss Riley, an [Irish girl, a domestic i Ih.'
employ of Me. Gray, of Tewksbury, was killed by the Law. |
| rence train on. Wednesday aiternoon.  She was returning to |
her home in Tewksbury, from Lowell, and, in siempting 1o |
zet from the rail cars while the train was backing, was canght |
oud drawn under the wheels of the engine, and had both
evt off.  She died in a few minutes. B

§

At Prague, the King having refused to confirm the
sional Government, and Prince Windschgratz having
batteries round the town, the mob and the students
masse and demanded arms. A collision having e
tween the gusrd and the papulace, some
weized the nity to ndulge bis private malice
a rifle at the Princess Windschgratz, who was shot
head. T'he vietim was the ter of the celebrated

i

|
|
|
|

I

]
|
|
Ctally wounded, In these exciting circumstances, Prince !
Windschgraty, with great calmness snd dignity, entrested |
;hem:pm ;htwmtm'l'lqwh|
ang bimup tos r when
Mwnrxodhw:r‘:nm At I::gmw{
not having taken down the barricades as he had he
ordered heavy gans to be brought intly play, and bhe ved |
firing wtil 10 g'oloek at night. The conflict lasted, slsost |
| without intermission, during the next day, and by/the lntest
| nocounts, we hear that Prague was & of roine, In con- !
: had re-

fel

than blanks !
‘ VIRGINIA STATE L'Z‘TTEIY.
or endowing Leeshurg Aeademy, and for other purposes,
’ Class No. 35, for 1848, £
To be drawn at Alexandria, Va., Saturday, July 22, 1848,
SPLENTTD sCHEME, - W

1 prize of. ige off.
F e
1 do ]
L 00 sesmsnihs 10 do 3 “qkes
b & £,000 do  ...... 1,000
1 deo A, 600
b 09 e .+ 3,000 W I
Tickets only §15—Halves :7 $3.75— Eightks
1.87. e a
Certifieate of a pael of 29 whole tick 54 00
Do 'P::m::w &k T
Do o 24 quarter do L
Do do  of 26 eighth do W 00
$50,000—$20,000—810,000.

VIRGINIA ﬂ'l’_l'l"l LOTTERY,
For endewing , and lor other purposes,
Ciass No. 37, 1848,

To be drawn in Alexatdein, Va., on Sstarday, July,39, (04,

; munn. ﬂ
'[!rl[(! Ol essnny .
do. . 42 LS - 80,0000 do.. 088

1
1

1 :

R v0 5,000
1

1

Certificates of
Do
Do

Orders for tiskets a
the above
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